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o Al: “Dear Stanley Yelnants” & Al2t8FWH A "My problem is that I don’t like to be
called with my nickname. I hate my nickname. But the boys in D tents call each

it
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other with their nickname. Why the boys in camp like to be called with nicknames?”
or "Whom do you like th most among the boys in D tent?, Zero, X-ray, or Zigzag...?
or "I hate digging. It looks like a very tough work. Actually I might be scared if I
see the yellow spotted lizard. Do you like digging?”.... etc.
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Dear Marij,

My praoblem is that | don’t know whether to mind
my own business, or not. | live in a small village.
We all know and care about each other. Recently,
a young man entered our lives. He has opened up a
small shop. At first | didn't want this shop, and |
argued very loudly against it. Now the shop is doing
well and it selis a lot of my garden flowers to the
tourists. | bought a big new TV with the money. The
trouble is that | think this new man is causing
problems for a young couple, Pete and Anna. They
are going to get married, but | know that Anna has
been to London for the weekend with the stranger.
I can’t talk to her. She looks ili and pale. | also do
not want to upset our shopkeeper because | enjoy
the money | get for my flowers. Should | just keep
quiet?

Neighbour
Dear Marij,

I am no longer as young as | was, but they say | am
still beautiful. My talent as an actress is still there,
but the parts are going to younger women. There is
a part in a new film that | want very much. I have
tried everything to get it, but | feel certain they will
give it to a younger actress. The worry is spoiling
my health and | am getting desperate. What can )
do to make sure that I get this part?

Dear Marij,

i am seventeen and engaged to marry a boy!
our village. Recently, | have become very i
to my boss who is much older and richer tha
boyfriend. My boss takes me out, buys me
clothes and takes me away on trips. My
only bothers about football and never buys
presents. | don’t know what to do. My
from our village and he has a lot of sth
business that | know nothing about. When i
him questions he gets very angry. | have no
can talk to about this. What should I do?

Confused
Dear Marj,

I am from a small village where | have lived
life. I am very happy there. | have a lovely gi
and lots of friends. | play football every
Unfortunately, jobs are not very good in the ¥
and my girlfriend and | will have to save very i
we want to get married next year. | don’t kne
should leave the village for a year and try to
better job. If i go my girlfriend might cha
mind about me and meet someone el
already seems a bit different now she is

the village shop. | think she is attracted tow::
Should | leave the village and try another
will I lose my girlfriend?

S

Worried
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I'VE NEVER BEEN TO CAMP BEFORE.

Avray from Camp Green Lake he's Stanley velnats
IV — cursed with a family streak of bad luck that
runs clear back to his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig
-stealing great great grandfather. Caveman landed
at Camp Green Lake after a pair of stolen sneakers
landed on him. He didn't do anything wronag, but the
judge didn't believe him. Now he spends his days

CAVEMAN?




THE GUYS IN D-TENT STICK TOGETHER.

X-Ray is the leader of the boys in D-Tent. Although
he doesn't see well and he's not as big as some of

the others, he's tough and street-smart. The other
boys do what he tells them to do. Nobody but X-Ray
decides the order of the line-up for the water truck.
At first, he puts Stanley at the very end of the line
behind Zero. But after Stanley hands X-Ray the

2) While-reading
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Stanley Yelnats was given a choice. The judge said, "You may go to jail, or you
may go to Camp Green Lake.” Stanley was from a poor family. He had never been
to camp before.

And so, Stanley Yelnats seems ............ (?)

The trouble started when Stanley was accused of stealing a pair of shoes donated by
basketball great Clyde "Sweetfeet” Livingston to a celebrity auction. In court, the
judge doesn’t believe Stanley’s claim that the shoes fell from the sky onto his head.
And yet, that’s exactly what happened. Oddly, though, Stanley doesn’t blame the
judge for falsely convicting him. Instead, he blames the whole ... (?)

At Camp Green Lake, the warden makes the boys "build character” by spending all
day, every day, digging holes: five feet wide and five feet deep. It doesn’t take long
for Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going on at Camp
Green Lake. The boys are digging holes because ......... (?)
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also the fastest digger of holes. The camp counselors
and boys think he's dumb because he hardly ever

talks and doesn't know how to read. When Stanley

arrives

Zero finally finds a friend. (Zero never calls

Stanley "Caveman.”) The two boys strike up a deal

— Zero will help Stanley dig his daily hole and
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Dogged by bad luck stemming from an ancient family curse, young Stanley Yelnats

IV is sent to Camp Green Lake, a very weird place that's not green and doesn’t

have a lake. Once there, he’'s thrown headlong into the adventure of his life when he

and his colorful campmates — Squid, Armpit, ZigZag, Magnet, X-Ray and Zero -

must dig a hole a day to keep the warden at bay. But Why? Through it, Stanley and

company must forge fast friendships as they try to unearth the mystery of what's

really going on in the middle Of NOWHETE........ocooiiiiiiieceeeeee e

.For or Against?

. Digging holes is helpful for building personality. .....

=]
I = {

For or Against?

Family curse has made Stanley send to the Camp. .....

3) Post-reading
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Yelnats’ Home
Mrs. Yelnats:
Stanley Yelnats III: Grandfather :
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Stanley Yelnats IV is a somewhat unpopular teenage boy who lives in an
apartment with his entrepreneur father, mother, and grandfather . The family, while
rich in spirit, has no luck at all. They believe this was caused many years ago, when
their first ancestor Elya Yelnats tried to win the hand of the lovely Myra Menke. He
1s helped by the elderly Madame Zeroni, however she asks him as payment to
remember to carry her up the mountain and sing to her as she drinks from a stream.
If he fails however, he and his family will be cursed "for ever and eternity”. When
he tries to woo Myra, Elya becomes disgusted at her inability to make decisions and
leaves for America - forgetting to fulfill his promise to Madame Zeroni. As a result,
the family has been plagued by various forms of bad luck. Misfortune strikes Stanley
himself, when he is falsely accused of stealing a pair of sneakers that baseball star
Clyde "Sweet feet” Livingston donated to an orphanage (his defense, that the
sneakers just fell out of the sky, is not believed). When given the choice of going to
federal prison or Camp Greenlake, he chooses the latter. He arrives to find the
"camp” 1s a dried-up desert where the boys there must dig one hole every day to
build character. The camp is run by the mysterious Warden, Mr. Sir , and counselor
Mr. Pendanski.

This is not the first time that the Yelnats family is connected to Camp Greenlake.
Many years ago, when the lake was still full of water, there was a small town built
near it. The lake was owned by Charles "Trout” Walker, an arrogant man who tries
to unsuccessfully court the lovely schoolteacher, Kathryn Barlow. Instead, she begins
to feel an attraction to Sam, the "onion man”, who is famous for using onions as a
cure—all, as well as a repellant for the dangerous Yellow Spotted Lizards, which
plague the area. Paying him with her famous spiced peaches, Kathryn gets Sam to
fix up her schoolhouse so that he can be near her. When everything was fixed, she
tells him that her heart is broken and he Kkisses her to fix it. Because he is African
American and she is Caucasian, the law decrees that Sam must be killed, which
happens. Furious, Kathryn Kkills the sheriff and becomes the outlaw "Kissin’ Kate
Barlow” (known as this because she kisses a man then kills him). One of the people
she robbed was the first Stanley Yelnats, who she left to die in the desert. Instead,
he climbed a mountain and found water and food. Kate died when she was
threatened by Charles Walker and his wife, Linda, both of whom believed that she
buried the money in the lake, which dried up when Sam was shot. She responds by
letting a Yellow Spotted Lizard bite her and tells them to start digging.

Stanley slowly gains the respect of his fellow diggers. When he finds a gold lipstick
tube and sees the fuss the Warden makes over it, he begins to suspect that they are



diging holes to actually find something. Meanwhile, he begins to teach Hector Zeroni,
a lonely boy at the camp, how to read and write. When the adults begin to insult his
intelligence however, Hector runs off into the desert. Stanley follows to help him. The
two climb the same mountain that Stanley’'s ancestor climbed. Along the way, Hector
becomes ill from "Sploosh”, a jarred food that he ate (most likely Kate's spiced
peaches). Stanley carries him up the mountain, gives him water, and sings to him. At
about that time, it is revealed that Stanley’s father invents a cure for foot odor,
using peaches and onions, implying that the curse has been broken. Stanley and
Hector decide to return to the camp to find whatever is hidden there. They dig
throughout the night and find a suitcase. Unfortunately, they are trapped by both the
Warden and a nest of Yellow Spotted Lizards. The lizards don’t attack however (as
the boys lived off of onions on the mountain) and they are rescued by a lawyer that
1s hired for Stanley. She takes Stanley, Hector, and the suitcase home. The suitcase
holds the wvaluables that Kate stole from the Yelnats family, and it is revealed that
the Warden - Ms. Walker - is Charles’s descendant. It is also revealed that it begins
to rain again in Camp Greenlake. Using the money, the Yelnats family moves into a
bigger house and Hector is able to find his mother.
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